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Pluses and minuses – the Africa Commission report in summary 
TRADE 
+ - 
Calls for an end to forced trade liberalisation 
through aid conditions, and more policy 
space for poor countries 

Doesn’t test the assumption that a liberal 
trade system is best for Africa; only argues 
for more careful sequencing and mitigating 
measures 

Calls for an end to all trade distorting 
subsidies by 2010, and immediate action on 
sugar and cotton 

 

Calls for an end to rich country demands for 
fully reciprocal trade liberalisation 

Leaves the door open by talking of ‘minimal 
reciprocity’ 

Calls for more effective provision of Special 
and Differential Treatment under WTO – 
particularly a review of Article XXIV of GATT 
covering regional trade agreements 

 

Calls for Everything But Arms access for all 
low-income sub-Saharan countries to be 
supported 

 

Calls for simplification of Rules of Origin Risk that the main beneficiaries will be 
transnational corporations, rather than small 
and medium scale African producers 

Proposes a $3bn facility to deal with 
economic shocks from commodity price 
volatility 

Doesn’t specify actions to tackle long term 
declining prices underlying the commodity 
crisis 

 Doesn’t specify actions to tackle abusive 
trading practices or the abuse of market 
power by transnational companies 

The report (but not the recommendations) 
calls for a stop to the dumping of surpluses 
on world markets 

The recommendations fail to call for a 
complete end to the dumping of goods, 
particularly agricultural products, from G8 
countries. 

 Fails to call for dropping of Singapore Issues 
from Economic Partnership Agreements 

HIV-AIDS 
+ - 
Recommends that rich countries meet the 
funding shortfall of $3.2bn for the Global 
Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria, and provide 
$10bn in extra financing annually by 2010 

Neglects to call for full funding of the WHO 
‘3by5’ initiative, which is designed to put 3 
million people on anti-retrovirals by the end of 
2005.  

Calls for rich countries to support the WHO’s 
strategy to integrate TB and HIV care 

 

Calls for coherent strategies to build health 
systems, and remove fees for basic 
healthcare 

Doesn’t specify how to make this happen, 
given sometimes contradictory approaches to 
tackling HIV & AIDS 

AID 
+ - 
Calls for progress towards reaching the aid 
target of 0.7% of national income 

Doesn’t specify a target date 

Calls for an immediate extra $25bn in aid to 
Africa, and a further $25bn after 5 years, 
mostly in grant form 

 

Calls for reducing policy conditions in aid 
programmes 

Doesn’t call for an end to policy conditions 

Calls for reform of the World Bank and IMF 
voting structure 

Doesn’t call for fully democratic reform of the 
International Financial Institutions 
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Calls for mutual donor-recipient 
accountability, including independent 
monitoring mechanisms 

 

Calls for aid to be untied, predictable, 
harmonised and aligned with country 
systems 

Doesn’t specify how to make this happen 

DEBT 
+ - 
Calls for up to 100% multilateral debt 
cancellation 

Doesn’t specify which criteria should qualify a 
country for debt relief, or who should enforce 
them 

Proposes a new debt compact for stock and 
service reduction in all African LICs, including 
non-HIPCs 

Fails to cost this compact 

EDUCATION 
+ - 
Calls for an annual increase of $7-8bn in 
education funding; including $500m p/a for 
ten years to build up tertiary education 

 

Calls for abolition of fees at the basic level; 
smaller class sizes and a focus on gender 
equity 

 

GOVERNANCE AND CORRUPTION 
+ - 
Calls for investment in state administrative 
capacity building 

Fails to call for reform of donor technical 
assistance, which has failed to build 
sustainable capacity 

Calls for parliamentary oversight of 
development policy and a strong independent 
media  

 

Calls for greater Corporate transparency 
Export Credit reform  

Report is vague about how this should be 
achieved; eschews strong regulation around 
UN business norms 

Calls for repatriation of ill-gotten wealth from 
G8 banks 

Fails to call for effective regulation of money 
laundering, tax avoidance and evasion 
through G8 and offshore banks 

Calls for ratification of UN Convention against 
corruption 
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