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BOLLOCKS TO POVERTY BANNER ARTWORK BRIEF

THE BASICS

What are the illustrated banners on our website for?

At the top of every page on the Bollocks to Poverty web section (www.actionaid.org.uk/bollocks) there is a richly illustrated artwork banner representing the different issues that ActionAid works on and the ways in which people can get involved. 
The banner needs to capture the spirit of ActionAid

From small beginnings in India and Kenya, ActionAid has grown into a worldwide organisation working with millions of the world's poorest and most disadvantaged people. 

ActionAid was founded in the UK 35 years ago and our headquarters are now in South Africa. We don't impose solutions, but work with communities over many years. We also challenge the governments, companies and institutions whose policies and practices are making people poor.

ActionAid believes all humans have equal rights to food, education, security, healthcare and freedom of opinion. And where this isn’t a reality, we work with the people affected to change things for good. 

We believe poverty can only be eradicated when poor and excluded people can take charge of their lives and act to claim their rights. We know that strengthening local organisations is key to ensuring that poor people have a voice and work with over 2000 community groups and partner organisations.

You’re not just an artist but an activist!
Your illustrations will help to inspire and motivate people to explore the issues of global poverty a bit deeper and maybe to commit their own time and efforts to help eradicate it. We hope that by learning a bit more about ActionAid and the way we work you will also be inspired. 

We ask every artist who produces a banner to write about their experience of producing the artwork. It doesn’t need to be long! just a few words about any challenges you experienced whilst creating the artwork or any personal thoughts about the issues you explored. We also need a photo of you to accompany the article. 
Click here to see one of our current banner artist’s article: http://www.actionaid.org.uk/101720/banner_artwork.html 
ARTISTIC GUIDELINES
ActionAid’s approach to the portrayal of subjects

Poor people are not victims; they are the people working damn hard to change things. We believe in showing people living in poverty as positive, active members of their community. You cannot use photographs of people in your artwork, due to guidelines about how we portray people in images. 

Banner specifications
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The banner must be 950 x 166 pixels. Saved as jpg or gif.. Ideally we’d like the left and right sides of the artwork to ‘run over’ the page, so you do not need to give the artwork clean lines. For example:

CLIMATE CHANGE BANNER 
Why climate change?
2009 is one of the most important years in human history. In Copenhagen in December, the world's leaders will decide if we head towards a future of a safe climate for ourselves, and future generations, or we head for climate catastrophe and greater poverty and conflict than we have ever seen. 
World leaders must deliver a fair deal that prevents stop global warming rising beyond 2°C (the level that scientists agree will lead to runaway climate change) and protects the poorest most vulnerable people, providing them with the resources they need to help them adapt to climate change. 
In a few months time we’ll be asking thousands of people across the country to send a clear message to the UK Government to take radical action to cut our emissions and show international leadership in the run-up to the UN Climate Summit in Copenhagen. 
We would like a banner to represent the threat of climate change and its effect on the worlds poor.
It’s not a matter for debate any more
In many countries where ActionAid works, changes in the weather are already affecting people's lives with devastating effects. The effects of climate change – floods, cyclones and crop failures – have a much bigger impact on people in poor countries because they don’t have the resources to protect themselves, so they suffer the most even though they have contributed to it the least.
· One coal power station pumps out the same amount of CO2 in a year as 30 developing countries combined.

· Japan, the US and Europe release over 40 per cent of global emissions.

· One person in 19 living in the world’s poorest countries is at risk from climate change, compared to one in 1,500 in the west.

· In 2007 12 of the 13 UN emergency appeals were related to severe storms, floods and droughts.

Read how climate change is causing hunger in Mozambique: http://www.actionaid.org.uk/index.asp?page_id=101375 
ActionAid’s climate change work
ActionAid works hard to reduce people's vulnerability to natural disasters by helping them adapt to new weather patterns and reducing risk with early warning systems. 
We are also part of the Stop Climate Chaos coalition, the UK’s largest group of people dedicated to action on climate change and limiting its impact on the world’s poorest communities.

Find out about some of the climate emergencies that ActionAid is working on:

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/101457/haiti_hurricanes.html 
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/101446/bihar_floods.html
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