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Be a Community Campaigner
ActionAid campaigns on the causes of poverty. And we’re really successful.
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In just the last couple of years we’ve slowed the UK government’s rush for hunger-creating biofuels, persuaded the Tanzanian and Kenyan governments to abolish school fees and stopped a British company’s destructive mining in India.
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We can’t do any of this without our supporters like you. In an ever changing world, we need to take campaigning right to decision makers in the communities they represent. We also need to show that there’s lots of support for international aid, tax justice, women’s rights and tackling global hunger.

As a member of your community, you have a powerful voice with your MP, with your local media and with the rest of your community. We want to link you to campaigners in developing countries and help you (and others like you) to use your voice and passion, to combat the global issues that keep people in poverty.
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What will I be doing?

We’ll ask you to do a variety of things, but won’t expect you to do them all. The sorts of things you can expect include:

· Linking up with other supporters and community groups in your area to organise how to take action in the way that suits you

· Setting up media stunts & writing to local papers
· Collecting petitions and spreading our campaigns materials locally and online

· Lobbying your MP and other relevant decision makers

· Organising events such as talks, awareness raisers and fundraisers

· Feeding back on your activities

· Networking and sharing your experiences with Community Campaigners across the UK

How much time do I have to commit?

We expect you to commit the equivalent of 2 days a month, but you can be flexible, spreading this over your free time during weekdays, evenings and/or weekends and throughout the year.
During this time, we will suggest a range of options for taking action (the sort of things we might suggest are above). We will expect you to take at least two of these options during a six month period, but you can adapt these to suit your local situation (or if you can make them better).

What support will you give me?

Training

We’re providing a weekend of training on Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd October in our London offices (travel, food and accommodation expenses covered).

You’ll get a chance to meet with other community campaigners from across the UK, explore the issues we campaign on and learn new skills in campaigning and community organising. There will also be opportunities for more in-depth and additional training through the year.

Support 

You won’t be alone. You’ll be supported directly by our campaigns team who will give you regular one-to-one support (both face-to-face and by phone/email) as well as resources and how-to guides to help you develop your campaigning activities and your own skills.

Opportunities

We want you to feel part of the ActionAid family. We’ll provide you with exciting opportunities to attend events usually not open to the public and a chance to find out about (and get involved in) all of ActionAid’s work. This could be anything from meeting up with campaigners from developing countries to attending parliamentary debates.

Connections

You’ll be part of a growing network of community campaigners across the UK and there’ll be loads of ways to connect face-to-face and online. We’ll also be linking up with campaigners across Europe as well as with campaigners and communities in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

Expenses

You’ll be able to claim back reasonable expenses borne out of your campaigning activities. We’ll also help you to fundraise so you can cover some of the costs.

How do I apply?

Complete the form over the page by 5th October. We have 20 places available at October’s training and we’ll confirm your place soon after we receive your form so please apply early.
Please remember the training will take place on 22nd-23rd October in London
If you want any more information or have any questions about the role, please get in touch with James on james.blair@actionaid.org or 0203 122 0743.
Community Campaigner Application Form
First name..…………………………………. Surname ……………………………………………
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………................

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………                       

…………………………………………………… Postcode ….……………………………………..                    

  

Telephone ……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are you planning to move to a different area in the next year? If so, where?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Are you available for the Community Campaigner training on 22nd-23rd October?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Have you been involved with ActionAid before? If so, how? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Why do you want to become a Community Campaigner? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are you part of any other community, campaigning or charity groups in your area?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please email your application form to: volunteering.UK@actionaid.org with the subject Community Campaigner

Or post to: James Blair, ActionAid, 33-39 Bowling Green Lane, London, EC1R 0BJ

By giving your details, you will occasionally receive information about ActionAid's work, including by electronic mail. We will never sell or swap your details. Please read our data protection policy. You can unsubscribe by sending an email to dataprotection@actionaid.org or call us on 0800 012 2038.
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