Your address:

Today’s date:

Mr Peter Freeman

Chairman

Competition Commission

Victoria House
Southampton Row
London
WC1B 4AD

Dear Mr Freeman,

Following the Competition Commission’s provisional findings in its inquiry into the groceries market I am pleased to see that it has recognised that supermarkets are misusing their buying power when they trade with suppliers. I was also pleased to see that the Commission is considering appointing an ombudsman to improve trading relations between supermarkets and their suppliers. 

As a consumer and supporter of ActionAid’s Who Pays? campaign I feel strongly that the workers and farmers who produce the goods we buy at the other end of the supply chain should not be bearing the brunt of supermarkets transferring ‘excessive risks and unexpected costs’ onto their suppliers.

I believe supermarkets must be prevented from misusing the power they have over their suppliers, which leads to the exploitation of farmers and workers in developing countries. I want to be able to shop safe in the knowledge that all the goods I buy from supermarkets have been produced fairly, without violating the rights of workers and producers overseas. That would provide genuine choice for consumers.

I hope that following your provisional findings you will follow through and recommend a supermarkets regulator in your final report.  I would like this independent regulator to be proactive in rooting out problems, and to enforce new standards that ensure fair and effective competition between supermarkets and their suppliers, including overseas suppliers. 
Please ensure you take my views into consideration when you are looking at the impact of growing supermarket power on consumers.

I look forward to seeing the final outcome of the inquiry.

Yours sincerely,

Your name:

