Your address:

Today’s date:

Rt Hon Douglas Alexander MP
Secretary of State for International Development
Department for International Development
1 Palace Street
London SW1E 5HE

Dear Rt Hon Douglas Alexander MP,

Put Trade Justice at the top of your to-do list
 
Congratulations on your appointment as Secretary of State for International Development.  As you know, the new Prime Minister Gordon Brown has stated that the UK's international trade policy must move to address world poverty. 

I urge you to ensure that EU trade policy with Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP) promotes poverty reduction and sustainable development. This is critical as the EU is pushing its own interests above those of millions of poor people in both the content of the proposals on Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) and the way they are being negotiated. 

I welcome previous UK government statements on the need for ‘development friendly’ trade deals and the part that you played in forming that policy in 2005 as Minister of State for Trade and Investment. Please call on your Portuguese counterparts in trade and development to promote trade justice during Portugal’s EU Presidency.  
 
I ask that in your first days in office you publicly confirm that the UK will:

· Use its full influence to stop the EU from pressuring ACP countries to sign unfair trade deals.


· Ensure that ACP countries are not forced to open their markets to unfair European competition that would hurt their economies and their environment.
 

· Push for all demands to negotiate on issues that are not subject to a WTO deadline to be dropped.


· Ensure that EU member states comply with their legal obligation and immediately make a commitment that higher tariffs will not be imposed on ACP countries and trade will not be disrupted if an agreement is not in place at the end of the year. 

Please use your influence to ensure trade justice for ACP countries. 
 
Yours sincerely,

Your name:
