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Flooding

Age group: 8-14

Introduction: These lesson ideas start with the extreme weather conditions of summer 2007. They look at the effects of flooding in the UK and Assam (India) before investigating how they are linked to global warming. Learners then explore what schools in Assam are doing to reduce the risks of flooding, and use findings to design a flood-proof school.

Subject links: citizenship, English, geography, ICT, PSHE

Time: lesson ideas are in small chunks 

1) 2007 – Summer of floods

	Learning objective
	Lesson idea
	Resources

	· To compare and contrast the effects of flooding in the UK and Assam (north east India)
	· For homework, bring in research (photos, film-clips, articles, notes) of the 2007 floods in the UK. 
In pairs/ small groups, put one of the researched photos in the centre of an A3 sheet of paper. Write questions around it, e.g. What is happening? Where did it happen? When did it happen? How did people’s daily lives change? What became different? What stayed the same? Why did it happen? Who took the picture and why? Answer your questions and feedback to the class.

· Research the 2007 floods in Assam and repeat.
· As a class, discuss similarities and differences between the UK and Assam floods. A chart like this might help:
Effect on:
UK

Assam

People

Animals

Homes

Crops

Services

Extension:

· Imagine you are trapped in a flood (in the UK or Assam). Write a diary entry about the waters rising and what happened.

	· Newspaper articles, film-clips, photos, e.g. You Tube, BBC, Google, Flickr, Sky news 
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· UK:
Flooding havoc

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6756705.stm 

2007 UK floods
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2007_United_Kingdom_floods
· Assam:

Floods in South Asia

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6927778.stm 




2) Will it happen again?

	Learning objective
	Lesson idea 
	Resources

	· To investigate how global warming is leading to climate change and extreme weather events like flooding

	· In small groups, do an internet search on global warming and flooding. Find three facts to answer each of these questions: 

1. How is our climate changing?

2. Why could flooding be getting worse in places like the UK and Assam?

3. What can we do to slow down climate change?

· Use your findings to prepare a 60 second presentation. Think of a title and share with the class.

· As a class list three facts that surprised you most, and three questions you need to find the answers to.

Extension:

· Extreme weather events in the news. Use the internet to research any extreme weather events that are happening at the moment.  E.g. put the word flooding into Google and click on the news tab. Find out what is happening, why it is unusual and who is being affected.


	· Global warming and flooding:

www.yourclimateyourlife.org.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/climate/

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools



3) What can be done to reduce the risks of flooding?
	Learning objective
	Lesson idea
	Resources

	· To find out what ActionAid is doing to reduce the risks of flooding in Assam

	As a class, find out about ActionAid’s work in Assam. You can use the information sheet or watch the slideshow on the Guardian’s website. 

In small groups, make a list of what ActionAid is doing to reduce the risks from flooding.

Feedback your findings on a class spider diagram.

Could any of these things be helpful in the UK?

Extension:
· Find out about other parts of the world where ActionAid disaster reduction work is going on in schools.


	· Slideshow:

http://education.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,,2166298,00.html
· Articles:

Learning to live with it http://education.guardian.co.uk/schoolsworldwide/story/0,,2166241,00.html
· Disaster Risk Reduction in Schools:
http://www.actionaid.org/main.aspx?PageID=212 



4) Spreading the word
	Learning objective
	Lesson idea
	Resources

	· To understand the power of communication to save lives by designing a wallchart

	Design a wall-chart to illustrate how schools can protect themselves from the effects of flooding.

Think about:

· What wall-charts look like and their purpose?

· Where is the school you are producing the wall chart for? 

· Who do you want to see it, what do you want them to know?
· Where will you put it?

· What difference will it make?

Then, sketch a layout:

· What will you call it?

· How will you make it eye-catching?

Share your planning ideas with the class. Use the best of these to improve your wall-chart.


	www.daydreameducation.co.uk
has lots of examples of wall-charts and their different uses




