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Haiti Earthquake lesson ideas
On 12 January 2010 the Caribbean country of Haiti was rocked by the worst earthquake in living memory. These activities help learners to discover more about Haiti before exploring the impact of the earthquake on local communities and how ActionAid is responding.
	
	1. Mapping Haiti
	2. Picture Port-au-Prince
	2. Survivors stories 
	4. ActionAid’s response

	Aims
	Locate Haiti in the world and identify key places. 

Create a mind-map exploring what learners already know about the Haiti and the earthquake.
	Use imagery to investigate the earthquake’s impact on Haiti’s capital city, Port-au-Prince.


	Investigate pre-earthquake levels of development in Haiti.
Assess the impact of Haiti’s earthquake on people’s everyday lives.
	Create a five-minute PowerPoint presentation about ActionAid’s response to the Haiti earthquake.


	Resources
	Haiti map activity sheet
Haiti background info activity sheet (and  www.globallinks.org.uk – Countries – Haiti)
Globe / atlas
	Haiti Earthquake photo story http://www.actionaid.org/ photostory.aspx?PageID= 82&PhotoStoriesID=44 

Picture Port-au-Prince activity sheet
	Haiti development cards activity sheet

Important! activity sheet
Survivor’s stories http://www.actionaid.org/
main.aspx?PageID=1400 
	PowerPoint package
ActionAid’s website www.actionaid.org 

	Instructions 
	Read the key on the Haiti map activity sheet. Fill in the map using numbers on the key and labels. Use the key to colour the map. 

Locate Haiti on a globe or atlas. Estimate how far Haiti is from France? (Approximately 8,250km). During the 18th century Haiti was France’s most important colony. 

Write ‘Haiti’ in the centre of the whiteboard, brainstorm words and phrases that come to mind and add them around it. There are no right or wrong answers. 

Make links between words. Discuss what they suggest about Haiti. Are they positive or negative? Where did you get this information from?
Read the Haiti background info notes. What five things are you most surprised to learn? Add these to your mind-map. 
	Watch the photo-story showing the impact of Haiti’s Earthquake.

As a class, select one photo and project it onto the whiteboard. Write observational questions around it, e.g. What is happening? Where is it happening? When did it happen? How it is affecting people’s lives? 

Then, brainstorm big picture questions (about the causes and solutions to what is happening in the photo) and write these in a different colour, e.g. What caused the disaster? Why is it so devastating? What can the world do about it? What can I do about it?
In pairs or small groups, use the internet (ActionAid, BBC, Google, Flickr, and Sky News) to find answers to these questions. The ‘Port-au-Prince photos’ activity sheet can be used to structure thinking.
	Match the development indicators with explanations on the Haiti development cards activity sheet.

Rank indicators according to their importance in measuring development and poverty. There are no right answers.

Design a symbol for each indicator and use these to fill in the Important! activity sheet. Add a key to explain symbols.

Read at least one of the survivor’s stories. Note how you think the earthquake has affected people’s life expectancy , the number of households with TVs etc 
Add your conclusions, in words and pictures, to the Important! grid and share with the class.
	Create a PowerPoint presentation about ActionAid’s response to the Haiti earthquake using facts, figures, stories and photos.

Divide it into three sections – 

What happened in Haiti on 12 January 2010? How did it affect communities and their development?

How is ActionAid (and other agencies) responding in the short term?

How is ActionAid (and other s) responding in the long term?

Before you begin, decide who your audience is, e.g. your class, a year seven assembly or an after-school parents meeting. 
Divide it into approximately 10-15 screens and plan what goes on each one. 
Back everything up with evidence. Involve your audience, e.g. every 2-3 slides, insert a few simple questions, e.g. what is this picture is showing?


Haiti map activity sheet
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Haiti background info activity sheet
Environment

[image: image3.jpg]act:onaid



Haiti occupies the western third of Hispaniola, the second largest island in the Caribbean after Cuba. Haiti is a mountainous country, with two mountain ranges running along the northern and southern peninsulas, and hills and valleys in central areas.

Population
Haiti is one of the most densely populated countries in the world: around 9m people live in an area of 27, 560 km². Of the total population, 47 per cent are under 18 years old. The majority of people (around 80 per cent) live in rural areas and earn a living either growing food for their families or to sell at the local market. In recent years, thousands of Haitians have emigrated to countries like Colombia, Venezuela, the United States and France.
Language
French and Creole are the official languages of Haiti. French is seen as the language of the privileged minority, and the overwhelming majority of people speak Creole in their daily lives. However there are many instances where French and Creole are used side by side, for example, in advertising, television and radio. 
History

The 16th century: Spanish rule 

Before Christopher Columbus set up his first Caribbean base on Haiti in 1492, the island was home to between one and three million Arawaks, who were peaceful people with a culture based on poetry and music. Under the Spanish, however, the Arawaks were forced to work in gold mines and suffered almost total genocide. Attracted by the sugar plantations, French and other European settlers soon arrived in Haiti.

The 18th century: French colonialism and slavery

The French introduced around 20,000 African slaves a year to work in the colony. Although the life expectancy of a slave in Haiti was only 10 years, by 1789 there were as many as 600,000 slaves on the island. Haiti became France’s most important colonial possession in the 18th century and produced more than half of the world’s sugar, indigo, cotton, leather and coffee. 
1789-1804: uprising and independence
The French revolution in 1789 had a great influence on the Haitians. Led by the former slave Toussaint Louverture, the Haitian people wanting independence waged a 12-year war against the French colonial occupiers. At one point, Napoleon sent a military force of 40,000 men and Toussaint Louverture responded with an uprising. Independence was officially proclaimed on 1 January 1804, and Haiti became the first independent state in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The 19th century and American occupation

As an independent country, the history of Haiti has been troubled. The 19th century was a period of political instability and economic crisis, leading to an American occupation in 1915, which lasted until 1934. The Americans controlled the Haitian customs and excise system, transfered the gold reserves held in the National Bank to the United States and built a military base in the Far West.

1934-1986

After the withdrawal of the Americans in 1934, the army took a central role in national politics, staging coups against a series of presidents until 1957 when François Duvalier (‘Papa Doc’) seized power with the backing of the army and the United States. Duvalier remained in power as ‘president for life’ until his death in 1971, when his son Jean-Claude Duvalier (‘Baby Doc’) became president. It is estimated that around 60,000 political murders were carried out under the Duvaliers.

1990s
In 1990, after four years of struggle for democracy, free presidential elections were called, which Jean-Bertrand Aristide won with 67 per cent of the vote. His term of office was characterised by campaigns against corruption, drug trafficking, illiteracy and extreme poverty. Aristide’s government was interrupted by a bloody military coup, which forced the president into exile. In 1996, René Préval was elected as president for a five-year term, winning 88 per cent of the vote. 

2000-today

Aristide was re-elected in 2000 and in 2004 a coup ousted him a second time. The United Nations Stabilization Mission has been in the country since the 2004 rebellion, with René Préval as President. On 12 January, 2010, Haiti was struck by a magnitude-7.0 earthquake, the country's most severe earthquake in over 200 years. The epicentre of the quake was just off the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince and the focus was about 6 miles (10 km) underground. It has been estimated that the death toll could reach 200,000. 
Poverty
Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere, with around 70 per cent of the population living below the national poverty line. In 1996 Haiti’s official gross national product (GNP) per capita was US$310. Average life expectancy in Haiti is low at 54 years, and one child in eight dies before its fifth birthday, usually as a result of diarrhoea and malnutrition. Malnutrition is one of Haiti’s most serious health problems. Other health problems include HIV/AIDS, which has become the primary cause of hospitalisation among patients. Illiteracy is prevalent in Haiti. More than half the adult population cannot read or write, and only 56 per cent of primary-age children attend school. 
	
	Haiti
	UK

	People
	
	

	Total population (2009)
	9,035,536
	61,400,000

	% of population under 18 years (2009)
	45
	-

	% urban population (2008)
	47
	90

	Average number of children per woman (2009)
	3.81
	1.66

	Currency-Haitian gourdes
	65.75 gourdes
	£1

	Gross National Product (GNP) (US$ 2007)
	560
	42,740

	Number of radio and TV sets per 1,000
	Radio 18 (2001)

TV 63 (2004)
	Radio 1446 (2001)

TV 1100 (2004)

	Annual energy use in oil equivalent per person (2000)
	67kg
	3829kg

	Health
	
	

	Life expectancy (2007)
	61
	79

	Under-five mortality (deaths per 1,000 live births) (2007)
	76
	6

	% of population with access to safe water (2006)
	Urban 70 Rural 51 Total 58
	Total 100

	% of population with access to sanitation (2006)
	Urban 29 Rural 12 Total 19
	Total 100

	Daily calorie intake as a % of requirement
	
	

	Number of people per doctor (2007)
	4,000
	440

	Education
	
	

	%primary school children ( 6-9) who do not go to school 
	21%
	99%

	%adults literate (2003)
	52.9%
	99%


Development cards activity sheet

	Population of adult illiteracy
	Indicates children who die before reaching the age of 5 years. In Haiti it’s 132 per thousand children, in France it’s 6 and in Great Britain it’s 7 children.



	Number of TV sets
	Indicates the percentage of adults who cannot read or write. In Haiti it’s 55% of the population above 15 years old. In France and Great Britain it’s less than 5%.



	Under five mortality
	Indicates the number of television sets per resident. In Haiti there are 5 sets per thousand residents. In France it’s 589 television sets and in Great Britain it’s 448.



	Population with access to safe water
	Indicates the percentage of people who have access to safe water. In Haiti it’s 39% of the total population, in France and in Great Britain it’s 100% of the population.



	Average life expectancy
	Indicates the life expectancy of a person. In Haiti it is 54 years, in France it is 79 and in Great Britain it’s 77 years.




Important! activity sheet



Picturing Port-au-Prince activity sheet













Why is it so devastating?





Big picture questions





What caused the devastation?





Observational questions





Where is it happening?





What is happening?





Put photo here





How it is affecting people’s daily lives? 








When did it happen?





What can I do about it?





What can the world do about it?
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Least important
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Most important
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