ActionAid FC edged out in 7 goal thriller
 

ActionAid FC's valiant attempt to lift the 2009 Charity Cup came to a thundering halt with defeat to NGO rivals Save The Children at the quarter final stage this Saturday writes Garry Garris ...
 

ActionAid's squad was a mixture of different AA departments in Hamlyn House. Captained by Andrew John, it comprised Richard Turner, Gradleigh Ruderham, Tendy Moyo, Andrew Coyle, David Twydell, Tom Sharman, Gideon Rabinowitz and Fraser Redpath. Twenty teams competed, and matches were 7 a side and 7 and a half minutes each way.
 





 

Seemingly intent to mirror the off field woes of England's Ashes squad ActionAid were rocked when goalkeeper Fraser Redpath was delayed by a burst water main. Matches were delayed by the lateness of .... the referees. Skipper Andy John deputised between the sticks, but was powerless to prevent a well worked goal from Asthma UK in the first half. A half time reshuffle which saw Gradleigh Ruderham swap places with Tendy Moyo, and ActionAid move from the dusty bin 3-2-1 formation to a more attacking 2-3-1 the constant probing from Andrew Coyle, and Moyo proved fruitless, and the game ended 1-0.
 

Game two saw Redpath scampering between the posts putting on his shirt as the game kicked off. ActionAid decided to wear their cooler white away kit as temperatures soared in tropical Caledonian Road. The opposition were WaterAid-Big Issue - a curious combination - still smarting after ActionAid put them out in the group stages of last years event. WaterAid were fresh and playing their first game of the tournament as favourites to win the whole event. They gave ActionAid the run around, and played particularly well to romp home 3-0. WABI passed the ball around effectively and clinically finished off their chances. Had it not been for Redpath between the sticks the margin could have been more. Richard Turner came closest for ActionAid, missing a chance to narrow the gap to 2-1.
 

Still ActionAid could take heart from their performances. With three teams qualifying automatically for the quarter finals ActionAid were still in the hunt.
 

Third up for ActionAid was the Campaign for Protection of Rural England. ActionAid gained confidence as this game progress, and Tom Sharman ' The Sharmanator' dusted off the cobwebs to register ActionAid's first goal. Gideon Rabinowitz, added another before the break. David Twydell oozed classed when he came of the bench spraying the ball around like Cesc Fabregas. A tiring, Andrew Coyle added one just before the end.
 

So to the fourth match. ActionAid needed a draw to avoid having to play an extra play-off match and qualify directly for the round of 16. Their opponents were the National Council of Voluntary Organisations. NCVO won the plaudits for the smartest kit, attired in a bespoke number with names on the backs. ActionAid chose not to go down this route. We knew each others names and didnt need reminding. Nerves were settled as Gideon Rabinowitz fired ActionAid into an early lead, and with NCVO needing two to qualify, ActionAid were resolute in defence marshalled superbly by Gradleigh Ruderham. 1 - 0 it ended, and the quarter finals beckoned.
 

ActionAid had two matches off. Deep freeze was applied to most of the team to get them ready for the match. NSPCC were the opposition, and as second place team in their group started hot favourites to win. Richard Turner commented before the match that he thought we would peak in the game, and so it proved.  In a very tight game, with chances few and far between Tendy Moyo scored a virtuouso effort as penalties beckoned. Immediately David Twydell replaced Gideon Rabonwitz, and with Andrew Coyle kept hold of the ball and ActionAid qualified for the quarter finals.
 

Save The Children , missing former ActionAider Michael Fuller awaited ActionAid in the quarter finals having defeated CPRE in the quarter finals. They qualified via the play-offs, and this showed the strength in depth of group A. Scout Gideon Rabonowitz was despatched to run the rule over our likely opponents, and reported back that their was nothing to worry about.
 

Before the game ActionAid practiced penalties, having just seen cupholders Marie Curie put out in a penalty shoot out.  Seeing, the results it was felt our best chance would be to win in 15 minutes.
 

Sadly Richard Turner's prophesy was to come true. We had peaked. Save the Children was a game too much, as ActionAid dragged themselves out. They were forced to change into their unlucky black Poverty Sucks tee shirts for the match, as Save wore White. The referee, a Lee Harrison (Barnet goalkeeper for the uninitiated) lookalike sportingly wore the ActionAid / Barnet goalkeepers shirt for the match to avoid a clash of colours.
 

Ruderham, and John at the back were confused to hear the Save players communicating in Brazilian Portugese. ActionAid were soon 3-0 down. Coyle pulled up injured after chasing back, and had to be replaced. Ruderham pushed forward to chase the game, and gaps were exposed in the back. ActionAid were so riddled by injuries
that manager John Hunt , in his 10th season as an AAFC player was forced to enter the fray. A moral victory was had by his nutmegging STC's Brazilian starlet with his first touch.
 

The final whistle was a welcome relief for ActionAid by the end, who had proudly represented ActionAid, and in corinthian style never questionning the referees.
 

pictures from the event can be found at http://www.facebook.com/JPPH10
 

Thank You
 

ActionAid FC wishes to thank Fraser Redpath, and Tendy Moyo for guesting for the side. Also Jane Moyo, Patricia Cassidy, Mrs Ruderham and Amos Makuvise for acting as cheerleaders. Thanks to Stel from WaterAid for organising the competiton with the Enhance UK team. Finally, to Fundraising Events, and all those who lent us the poverty sucks tee-shirts. They are washed and ready for return.
 

Gradleigh Ruderham -A statement
 

During the competition ActionAid FC received an approach for the services of Gradleigh Ruderham, from Christian Aid. ActionAid FC are refusing to releasing the playing registration of Ruderham, and holding out for a seven figure transfer fee, should the player wish to move on.
 

