“l want to become a
pharmacist,” says Pearl,
16. She’s head girl at her
school in rural Zimbabwe,
where climate shocks

and chronic underfunding
are threatening girls’
futures. She’s quick

to identify what needs
fixing to help girls thrive:
more textbooks, more
furniture. But the “biggest
challenge”, she says, is
“having to travel long
distances from their homes
to school”, which puts girls
at risk of exploitation.
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