




http://www.itslikethis.co























































z. z EMERGING THREAT #1:

CIVIL SOCIETY CLAMPDOWNS
AND ATTEMPTS TO SILENCE
WOMEN

“In the face of contemporary waves of protest,
many governments feel threatened and have
stepped up their efforts to close down civic space,
through a combination of dubious legislation, the
demonisation of protest movements and direct
harassment of civil society activists and their
organisations.” Civicus

Attacks on women claiming
their rights

For generations, countless determined women
and girls all over the world have been on the
frontline in fighting for their rights and the rights of
their communities. These women face a barrage
of gender-based violence. Ridicule, threats, verbal
abuse, physical and sexual assault, as well as
attacks on their families are perpetrated by family
and community members, religious groups,
criminal gangs, armed factions, corporate actors
— as well as the state — in an effort to undermine,
silence, shame and punish women who speak
out.'®™

As highlighted by the International Coalition on
Women Human Rights Defenders (ICWHRD),
women are targeted both because they seek to
challenge the status quo, and because they are
women.'® Whether they are land rights activists,
bloggers, journalists or MPs; whether they are
raising concerns in their communities, voting in
an election, or defying patriarchal norms by taking
a job in public life as a teacher or policewoman,
many risk their safety and their lives in doing so.
Women activists from marginalised groups such
as ethnic or indigenous minorities, sex workers,
migrant and refugee women, or sexual minorities,
face an additional layer of discriminatory backlash
from both men and women for ‘stepping out of
line’.

“In a recent case, we helped a woman leave her
abusive husband and he threatened to kill me. My
family worry for my safety. But | am available 24
hours a day...”.

Pabitra Bishwokarma, President, Feminist Dalit
Organisation, Makhanpur District, Nepal

Attacks on women seeking to realise their rights
are even greater in conflict-affected states (see
box on Afghanistan opposite)."®” Indeed, the
conflict and militarism that are spreading across
many parts of the world, the rise of religious
fundamentalisms and conservatism (see Page 42),
and the crises in law and order and governance
and democracy that these entalil, are posing grave
challenges to women human rights defenders. '

‘Women and women human rights defenders need
support to protect them from threats and attacks
from both State and non-State actors. Protection
cannot remain on paper. We need real, practical
implementation. We are in a very sensitive time.

We need everyone’s resolve and solidarity’.

Mary Akrami, Afghan Women’s Network

Closing down civil society space
In Iran, in August 2014, 28-year-old artist Atena
Farghadani was placed in solitary confinement
for posting a cartoon on Facebook that criticised
parliament’s consideration of a bill threatening
access to contraception and family planning. As
of March 2015, Atena remains behind bars.'”® In
March 2015, Bangladeshi labour leader Kalpona
Akter was arrested in New Jersey, USA, as she
tried to deliver a letter to a company refusing

to pay compensation to survivors and families

of those killed — the vast majority women —In

the 2013 Rana Plaza factory collapse.’”' And in
Honduras, women human rights defender Gladys
Lanza was convicted of defamation in March
2015 for speaking out in defence of a woman
who had accused a government official of sexual
harassment.'”

Disturbingly, as these examples show, rather than
protecting women'’s rights — including meeting
international obligations to protect women human
rights defenders as set out in a groundbreaking
2013 UN Resolution'”® — many governments are
directly perpetrating violence against women,
while failing to address cultures of impunity. And
rather than supporting women in their struggle,
many states are closing down the civil society
space which all civil society, including women’s
organisations, need in order to be effective. The
quashing of unions,'” harassment and detention
of activists, restrictive legislation, blocking of
internet access, banning of publications, and

the use of militarised police against peaceful
protestors are regularly deployed by governments
to quell escalating dissent around spiralling
inequalities, governance failures and corporate
abuse,'’® thereby denying citizens their right to
participate in democratic process and decision-
making. According to the monitoring body
Freedom House, 2014 was the ninth consecutive
year of an overall decline in levels of democracy
worldwide.'"®

Women’s voices,

women’s rights

The alarming constraints being placed on civil
society and democratic space gravely threaten
the realisation of commitments to achieve gender
equality and eradicate VAWG, as led by women’s
organisations. In a recent global study, the
mobilisation of independent feminist organisations
and movements was found to be the most
important factor in ensuring global commitments
on women'’s rights are translated into meaningful,
enduring policies at the national level — more
important than a country’s wealth, the presence of
left-wing political parties, or the number of women
in politics."””

This evidence is firmly supported by new research
commissioned by ActionAid. As discussed in
detail on Page 16, this finds that women are
almost twice as likely to experience violence in
countries with weaker civil liberties than they are

in countries that have stronger civil liberties. This
striking finding supports the long-held position
of the global feminist movement — supported by
ActionAid — that the eradication of VAWG relies
on women’s leadership, activism and the frontline
efforts of women’s organisations. Where civil
society space and liberties are constrained, so
too are women'’s abilities to organise, resist, and
realise change. The finding powerfully highlights
the importance of supporting and working with
women’s organisations to establish policies and
mechanisms to prevent and respond to gender-
based violence, and to hold their governments
accountable on their commitments.

MURDERED FOR
DEFENDING WOMEN’S
HUMAN RIGHTS

Afghanistan is one of the most extreme
examples of a society where violence is used
to silence women'’s voices, as shown by these
recent examples.

March 2015: Farkhunda, a 27-year-old
religious studies teacher, was beaten to
death, burned and thrown into a river by up
to 200 men. She had been falsely accused
of burning the Koran after telling a mullah
that his selling of tawiz — scraps of paper
with religious verses that are supposed to be
powerful spells — was against Islam.'”®
February 2015: Angiza Shinwari, a councillor
for Nangarhar province and a determined
women’s rights defender, was killed by a
bomb attack on her vehicle.'”

November 2014: Outspoken parliamentarian
and women'’s rights activist, Shukria Barakzai
narrowly escaped with her life when her
vehicle was rammed by a suicide bomber.'®°
January 2014: Yalda Waziri, a senior
government official in Herat was murdered
by unknown attackers who shot her from a
motorbike.®
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EMERGING THREAT #2:
RISING FUNDAMENTALISMS

“While resistance from extremist groups to
women’s human rights is not a new phenomenon,
over the past 20 years such forces have become
increasingly connected with greater capacity and
resources to influence political agendas.”

UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon, 2015

A second emerging trend undermining women’s
rights and efforts to eradicate VAWG is that of
rising religious fundamentalisms and conservatism
— often accompanied with heightened levels of
nationalism — in countries across the world.'®
Such interests are increasingly infiltrating political
agendas,'®* gaining traction in communities
disillusioned by poverty and inequality, and

are being used to drive conflict and unrest.'*
Religious fundamentalisms typically entail the
re-enforcement of rigid traditional gender roles
that place severe controls over women and their
bodies.'®® Their rise is thus closely interlinked with
attempts to silence women, as well as closing
down civil society space.'®’

WHAT ARE RELIGIOUS
FUNDAMENTALISMS?

Religious fundamentalisms can apply to
many different religions and can be defined
as the strategic deployment of extreme
religious ideology in order to secure

political power and control over people and
communities, often at the expense of human
rights. Fundamentalist ideologies seek to

exclude, castigate, or violently punish those
whose views fail to conform to their rigid
categories.'® While religious fundamentalisms
differ across contexts and definitions vary,
common characteristics identified by women’s
rights activists from 18 countries consulted

by the Association for Women’s Rights in
Development (AWID) include being anti-
women and patriarchal, violent, absolutist,
intolerant and anti-human rights.'®°

In no region of the world are women'’s rights

free from the rising threat of fundamentalisms.

For instance, contrary to the aims of the recent
‘Arab Spring’ pro-democracy uprisings, many
countries have ended up with extremely religiously
conservative governments that have placed even
greater restrictions on women'’s rights.'®

In India, Sakshi Majaraj, a member of the recently
elected far-right Hindu nationalist government, is
stoking communal violence and the oppression of
women by calling for Hindu women to ‘counter a
growing Muslim population’ by having at least four
babies.""

In Chile,'*? El Salvador,'* Ireland,"™* and the
Philippines’®® among others, the powerful
influence of the Catholic right has seen the
criminalisation of abortions, even when women
have been raped or their lives are in danger.

In March 2015, the state of Indiana, USA,
sentenced 33-year-old Purvi Patel to 20 years in
prison under new ‘foeticide’ laws after refusing
to believe she had suffered a miscarriage.'®
The evangelical Christian right is also growing in
influence in Africa and there is evidence that this
has been a factor in influencing the introduction
of regressive laws on LGBTI,'?” for example in
Uganda.'®®

And in the UK, populist anti-immigration policies
and a growing nationalist far right'®® have triggered
arise in Islamophobic attacks, with violence
towards Muslim women accounting for almost
60% of such reported incidents.?® In 2013, the
UK incarcerated over 2,000 women asylum
seekers, many of whom were fleeing violence
overseas fuelled by Western intervention. Their
imprisonment in privately run detention centres
has led to further psychological damage, self-
harm, attempted suicide, and alleged sexual
assault by centre staff.?""

Fundamentalisms in the
international arena

This backlash is also playing out in international
arenas, further infringing on civil society space
and threatening to roll-back progress on women’s
rights. This includes at the Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) - the largest gathering

of governments, international agencies and civil
society in order to set commitments on women’s
rights. Here, countries such as Iran, Syria, Russia
and Egypt, the Holy See (which has observer
status but cannot vote),”** as well as Christian
right-backed anti-abortion groups®* have
obstructed negotiations and fought to weaken the
language of commitments agreed decades ago.?*

The growing voice of the religious right at

CSW makes it all the more alarming that, in an
unprecedented move, women’s rights groups were
virtually blocked from inputting to the official CSW
outcome document®® at the March 2015 session.
This is despite it being a critical moment in the
lead-up to the new Sustainable Development
Goals.?®

“When we talk about
religious fundamentalists
being anti-women, we need
to break this down a bit:
they are not anti-women as
such; they are anti women’s
autonomy and control of
their own sexuality and

in favour of patriarchal
heterosexuality.”

Ayesha Imam,

Nigerian feminist academic
and activist, 2011 =°7

EMERGING THREAT #3: z 4
WIDER POLITICAL AND ‘
ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES

“[NJeoliberal economic policies have eroded social
safety nets and deepened inequalities within most
countries, increasing the economic vulnerability of
marginalised groups, including many women, who
predominate among the world’s poor.”

UN Women 28

A third critical trend hampering efforts to realise
gender equality and eradicate VAWG is the soaring
level of inequality within and between countries,
along with the failed global development and
economic policies that underpin them.

Profits for the few spell
inequality and violence for

women

Free trade and the rapid globalisation of markets,
entailing the expansion of corporate supply chains,
power and wealth, have had major impacts on

the rights of poor women in the global South.

Many developing countries compete fiercely

to attract investors with policies that bestow

tax breaks to multi-billion dollar corporations®®®
while depressing wages and labour standards,

and driving communities off agricultural land.

Such policies typically go hand in hand with the
privatisation, de-prioritisation and cutting of public
services. This relentless, market-led race to the
bottom combines with prevailing discriminatory
gender norms, leading to the crowding of women
into exploitative export industries, where their
back-breaking work generates vast profits for the
wealthy, with little return for the women themselves.
Global trade, investment and financial rules that are
skewed in favour of the wealthy and powerful, and
which erode national policy space for developing
countries to fulfil their human rights obligations,

are undermining governments’ accountability to
citizens, allowing corporate abuse to go unchecked,
and crippling countries’ domestic resource base.”'?
These factors combine to drive the staggering
recent growth in inequalities within and between
countries, particularly since the 2008 global financial
crash, with women particularly hard hit.”"!
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As a result of the 2008 crash and the ensuing
austerity measures imposed in many countries,
progress towards gender equality has been
hampered, and implementation of laws and
commitments on VAWG has been held back.
Meanwhile, women’s social and economic
inequalities have worsened, placing them at
increased risk of VAWG.?"® Social stress caused
by the crisis has caused domestic violence levels
to rise, as documented in the UK, Ireland and the
USA.”" Women who lose jobs can feel they have
no choice but to take up riskier occupations, such
as sex work, which heightens their exposure to
VAWG.?"® However, searing cuts and privatisation
of services have left many women struggling

to access support precisely when they need it
most.?’® For instance, in the UK, many frontline
services, such as shelters, have endured cuts or
closure. Others have been replaced with gender-
neutral services that fail to adequately address
VAWG survivors’ specific needs.

However, governments and donors are largely
failing to connect the dots and see how these
structural political and economic injustices in
our global system have created today’s vast
inequalities, which are fuelling conflict and

civil unrest, while driving women further to the
bottom of the pile and exacerbating their risk of
violence.

Srey Chreb, 31, works in
the entertainment sector

in Phnom Penh. Many women
working in this sector
frequently don't go to work
out of fear of violence."
Photo: Charles Fox/ActionAid -




FALLING SHORT:
What needs to change

to end the violence

Despite the growing global attention for gender equality and
violence against women, no country in the world is fulfilling its
obligations to prevent, respond to, and prosecute perpetrators. The
disconnect between rhetoric and reality signifies a disappointing
failure of political will, action and accountability.

“Violence against women cannot be analysed
i on a case-by-case basis in isolation from the
i individual, institutional and structural factors that

i govern and shape the lives of women.”
i 228

A major impediment to the eradication of VAWG is
i the failure by many governments and international
bodies to apply a holistic, transformative

i approach. This would recognise how all forms of
VAWG share a common root cause — entrenched
power inequalities between women and men —
which are embedded within, and exacerbated by,
i political and economic policies, processes and
institutions that discriminate against women. As
i shown in this report, such structural inequalities
can lock women in to poverty, increasing their

i exposure to violence and undermining their
opportunities to challenge abuse.

i Hierarchies of violence

i The lack of a holistic approach is also apparent

in the tendency of donors and governments to

i create ‘hierarchies of violence’ that prioritise
attention and funding for certain manifestations
of VAWG  while inadequately addressing its root
causes.

For instance, recent global attention to sexual
violence in conflict risks portraying it as somehow
i ‘exceptional’, thereby “ignoring... the low-level
‘warfare’ that women and girls experience in their
i homes and communities on a daily basis”. It can
also be seen in the way the UK government has

i prioritised efforts around FGM and child marriage.
Clearly, particular forms of VAWG require context-
i specific strategies, and these dedicated efforts
follow years of campaigning by women’s rights

i organisations. However, if not situated within

a holistic framework, they risk isolating these

i manifestations of VAWG as somehow removed

i from the insidious continuum of gender-based
violence faced by women globally.

In fact, there is a worrying trend towards the

i de-politicisation of ‘gender inequality’, whereby
the all-pervading dynamic of male privilege and

¢ female subordination is becoming obscured.?*
For instance, in 2011 many European countries’

¢ VAWG action plans were found to be gender
neutral because they omitted to define VAWG as a
consequence of gender inequalities. 2*°

Evidence shows that tackling VAWG holistically

¢ and transforming the entrenched attitudes and
behaviours that underpin gender-based violence
¢ also requires a coordinated, multi-sectoral
approach.?® This means establishing the means
i and mechanisms whereby all relevant service
providers and authorities — including shelters,

i healthcare providers, psycho-social support, the
police, judiciary, and government ministries — act
coherently to prevent and respond to VAWG at
every level, over both the short- and long-term.2*"
This ambitious goal may be a long way from being
a reality in most contexts, but it should be the
ambition that actors work towards in the coming

. “Space for gender equality

. on political agendas should

. be staunchly defended,

. the hard-won gains to date

. protected, and the safety of

. those defending women’s and
. girls’ rights secured.”

. Gender and Development

- Network, 2014 %

: WOMEN RELEGATED TO THE

MARGINS

For violence against women to end, and for a
world where women can enjoy their human rights
on an equal basis with men, their full, equal and
meaningful participation in decision-making is
essential. However, social norms denigrating
women’s leadership abilities, their unpaid care
responsibilities, a lack of funding to women’s
organisations, as well as VAWG itself, hamper
women'’s participation in public life.?*® This denies
women their right to hold governments accountable
or their VAWG commitments and perpetuates

a cycle of exclusion and policy failure. As a
result, women’s political participation worldwide
remains behind that of men. Just one fifth of
parliamentarians globally are women,?*® while at
current rates of progress, women won’t comprise
half the world’s leaders for another 120 years.?*’

Staying strong and fighting on:
The key role of women’s rights
organisations

‘In a patriarchal society, it is extremely difficult for
women to be heard, so it is important that women
come together. Unless they come together, no
one is going to hear them. They find security and
strength in each other’s experiences.”

Bandana Rana, President, Saathi®*

By defying the barriers to their participation and
being heard, women'’s rights organisations have
survived, stayed strong, and fought on. But
despite being critical catalysts for transformative
change, they are not receiving the recognition and
support they need. Women'’s collective action has
ed the way in putting VAWG on the agenda and
advocating for change based on the lived realities
of diverse groups of women. They play an essential
role in delivering frontline services to survivors and
n addressing root causes of gender-based violence
within their communities — including engaging men
and boys to challenge discriminatory norms and
practices. The value, role and power of women’s
collective action in spearheading action to end
VAWG?* should be recognised, championed and

¢ prioritised by the international community as a
central strategy for fulfilling its VAWG commitments.




3.3 . BEYOND RHETORIC:

. POLITICAL WILL AND
. ACCOUNTABILITY GAPS

Numerous countries refuse to ratify legally binding
conventions, or do so with reservations that limit

. their implementation. Some 75 countries have
reservations with respect to CEDAW,?** while the

© USA is yet to even ratify the convention.2*5 As of
March 2015, 30 out of the 47 Council of Europe

: member countries were still to ratify the Istanbul
Convention,?*¢ the landmark European treaty on
VAWG, including the UK?%" and Germany.

There are no global spaces for governments

: to be held seriously to account for their VAWG
obligations.?*® CEDAW requires governments to

: report every four years, and VAWG is regularly
discussed at CSW. While important, both spaces

© lack strong accountability mechanisms. And
although the regional conventions are legally

: binding (see Page 38), the UN Special Rapporteur
on violence against women has highlighted

© limitations in their scope, prompting her and some
women’s rights organisations to call for a universal
legally binding instrument.?*° Similarly, sufficient

: global mechanisms for holding corporations to
account for rights violations in their supply chains
- or linked to their activities are lacking.?®

. National policy deficits & data
. gaps

© Although many countries have laws on violence
against women, some regions of the world

\ neglect legal protections. For example, 8 out of
10 countries in the Middle East and North Africa
region have no laws on domestic violence.?'

: Regressive policies abound, such as the failure
to recognise marital rape in India,?* or the 93

© countries that legally allow girls to marry before
the age of 18 with parental consent.?>®* Reporting
. levels are also extremely low, particularly for
domestic violence,*** as women have little faith

© in the authorities. In order to give women the
confidence to come forward, concerted action
is needed by governments to challenge harmful

social norms that sanction VAWG and raise

. awareness of rights and laws among government
agencies, including the police and judiciary, as

- well as the wider public.?*®

A lack of long-term, coordinated, multi-sectoral
action among government agencies and service
: providers — such as healthcare, legal services,
the police and the judiciary — also remains

. widespread.?*> 2 Meanwhile, there are huge

: knowledge and data gaps around the scale of
VAWG, the effectiveness of interventions and

© how promising initiatives might be scaled up,
particularly in developing countries.?*® Such

© information is vital to strengthening understanding
of what works to prevent and respond to VAWG
© in different contexts, to developing effective
policies in this regard, and monitoring and being
accountable for progress.?*®

. “Peace and development

. cannot happen without

us women. We need the

. international community

. to support us with policies

- but also with sustainable

- funding. Policies and

- funding that are put in place
- in consultation with us.

. Because what is the purpose
- of political declarations if it

- doesn’t match the realities

. on the ground.”

- Afghan Women’s Network,
20153

. FUNDING THE FIGHT-

. BACK: WHERE ARE THE

. RESOURCES TO ERADICATE
 VAWG?

“Governments... have placed a high priority

i on achieving gender equality and empowering
women and girls as a central ambition of the

i post-2015 sustainable development agenda...
Ambitious financing will be needed to turn political
aspirations into a reality.”?%!

Ending a global scourge that affects one third

- of all women requires substantial funding. Yet
governments and the international community

: are largely failing to put their money where their
mouth is. The UN Secretary General’s review of

: the implementation of the Beijing Platform for
Action found that lack of financing is holding

: back progress, with very few states providing
information on resources dedicated to the

: implementation of national VAWG action plans.262
Clearly, a game-changer is needed in financing for
- gender equality and the eradication of VAWG.

. Donor financing for eradicating
. VAWG

Official estimates of dedicated aid to eradicate

: VAWG are low,?®® especially when compared to
other funds addressing key global challenges.?®*

: The UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against
Women, for instance, is dedicated to addressing

© all forms of VAWG.?** Since its launch in 1997,

- the Fund has awarded US$103 million to 393
initiatives in 136 countries.?*® While a sure step

- in the right direction, the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria raises and invests
: nearly US$4 billion every year to support its vital
programmes in a similar number of countries.?®”

© This makes its annual budget almost 40 times
larger than the entire UN Trust Fund budget since
. it launched.

However, most donors don’t track how much of
: their overseas aid goes to tackling VAWG, making
¢ it difficult to assess levels of support to poor

: countries. Encouragingly, a new code to track
aid addressing VAWG as a ‘principal objective’ is
expected to be introduced in 2016 — just in time

: to capture donor action on implementation of the
. SDGs.2®

EXAMPLES OF GOOD PRACTICE
BY DONORS

Since 2008, the Dutch government has
launched three gender equality funds worth
277 million Euros. This includes a fund
focused on women’s organisations, providing
crucial resources for their work on VAWG.
The UK’s Department for International
Development (DFID), reports that the number
of its VAWG programmes grew by 63% from
2012 to 2014, while the budget rose from
£19.8 million to over £131 million.

Spain was the top bilateral donor to women’s
organisations in 2010 and second highest

in 2011 - although the current economic
situation has seen aid levels drop.

. Domestic resources for ending
: VAWG: A taxing issue

Although external financing has an important

: role to play, domestic revenue makes up by far

. the most important source of funds for essential

© public services that prevent and respond to
VAWG, such as schools, clinics, shelters, and legal
aid. It is the most sustainable and dependable

. form of finance for progressing gender equality
and elimination of VAWG, as well as eradicating

© the wider poverty and inequality that helps drive
such violence.?”2 But governments are often

: constrained from mobilising sufficient domestic
resources by a combination of externally advised
fiscal ‘consolidation’ policies, illicit financial flows
and tax avoidance.

In 2012, total tax revenue collected in Africa was
10 times the volume of aid.?”® Yet global tax rules,
- along with tax avoidance by multinationals and
wealthy individuals, are hampering developing

34




countries’ efforts to raise such revenue. ActionAid
. estimates that developing countries lose an
astonishing US $138 billion every year by granting
© tax breaks to companies in a bid to attract
investment.?’* This sum could be used to finance

: the implementation of VAWG national action plans
many times over.

: Women’s organisations

: severley under-resourced

“If we consider that patriarchy and its institutions
are at least 10,000 years old, then the kind of
changes that women’s rights organisations and
movements create in a matter of five or ten years
i must be seen as occurring at lightning speed!”?7

We have seen in this report how women'’s

organisations have been leading the charge in
: the centuries-old fight against VAWG and are
critical for catalysing change. Yet they remain

ENGAGING MEN & BOYS
Clearly, eradicating VAWG requires the
engagement of men and boys as the main
perpetrators of violence, as those who
dominate positions of power and decision-
making, and as important allies in the fight
against it. Women'’s rights and feminist
organisations have been doing this for decades
as part of their ongoing struggles. However,
there has been a recent shift in donor interest
towards the ‘men and boys’ agenda. In some
cases, this has seen the championing of

male leadership and the diversion of precious
funding to support a growing number of

men’s organisations and initiatives. Women’s
organisations have pointed out that this risks
reinforcing the status quo of male domination
and privilege at the expense of empowering
women to lead the fight for their own
liberation.  Furthermore, a recent independent
review of interventions targeting men and boys
concluded that the outcomes of these are
uneven, and that further research is needed

to understand which aspects actually lead to
behavioural changes.

severely under-resourced. In 2011, AWID found

© that the average annual income of women’s
organisations globally is just US$ 20,000.”° Those
© in sub-Saharan Africa receive even less - just
over US$ 12,000 a year. So while total aid for

: gender equality hit US$ 28 billion in 2012-2013,
overall funding for women’s organisations was, on
. average, less than US$ 400 million, or just 1.4%.

. There are also challenges with the way aid is
provided to women’s organisations. Narrow donor-
driven agendas often lead to fragmented, short-

. term ‘results-based’ funding.?’” This undermines
priorities as defined by women’s organisations

© and starves them of much-needed core funding.?’
Indeed, changing centuries of oppression takes

: time, is complex and non-linear, requiring donors
to move towards longer-term strategies and

. approaches.””®

- «...financing for gender

- equality is...one of the

- areas where we can blankly
. see sexism and gender

. inequality. For example in

. the way budgets are allocated
- in the UN...or in the size

- of the budgets of women’s

. rights organisations around
the world..”

- Lydia Alpizar Duran,

- Executive Director,

- Association for Women’s

- Rights in Development

- (AWID), 201572

ActionAid-supported
garment workers in
Savar, Bangladesh
demand their rights
under the country's
labour laws

Photo: Nicola Bailey/
ActionAid
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Jyoty Chauhan, 26, with'her 5 month-olddaughter,

a, at a Beti Utsav celebration in New Delhi.
This event, organised by ActionAid India, sees
community members celebrate the birth of girls,
challenging the tendency to walue boys more highly.
Photo: Poulomi Basu/ActionAid

. “Despite the expanded...

. commitments to women’s
- and girl’s human rights...
there remains a, stark

. gap between the global

. normative framework

- and its implementation
_on the ground, signalling
. a collective failure of

- leadership.”

. UN Secretary General,

. Ban Ki-moon, 2015%*

There has never been so much global attention

! to the issue of violence against women and girls.
Never has such a raft of policy commitments
been in place, setting out the obligations and

. frameworks for governments to act urgently

to prevent, protect and respond to VAWG, to

: counteract prevailing cultures of impunity, and
halt this outrageous social injustice that has been
: wrought on women and their bodies for centuries.

: For many reasons 2015 offers a critical
opportunity for galvanising the global momentum
and political will so urgently needed to eradicate

: violence against women: it marks 20 years since
the celebrated Beijing Declaration and Platform

: for Action,”®* and 15 years since UN Security
Council Resolution 1325 — the first to recognise

. the disproportionate impacts of conflict on women
and compel states to include them in conflict

: prevention and peace negotiations.?** It is also the
year in which the new Sustainable Development

© Goals set out international commitments and
development priorities for the next 15 years.
These are expected to include a specific target on
eliminating all forms of VAWG in public and private
spheres under a standalone goal on gender

i equality and women’s empowerment.?s®

. Enough words, time for action
Governments, donors and international

i development agencies must make 2015 the
year when they transform their rhetoric into

: meaningful action to eliminate VAWG and the
gender inequality that feeds it. Given the multi-

: dimensional and cross-cutting nature of VAWG
and how it impacts on the full range of women’s
human rights — their right to physical health and

: wellbeing, to sexual and reproductive health, to
education, to earning a decent living, to freedom
i of movement, to participate in decision-making,
even the right to life itself — addressing this blight
: on women’s lives should be a priority. VAWG can
trap women in poverty, constrain their choices and
: opportunities, and deny them their potential as
full members of society. It is the most abhorrent
manifestation of gender inequality, and represents
: one of the most abhorrent collective failures by
governments and the international community to
: end it.

But as this report shows, women are by no means
helpless victims. Women all over the world put

. their lives on the line to fight VAWG and gender
inequality. Women’s leadership and collective

i action have bravely led the way, and hold the

key to achieving transformative change. As such,
women’s organisations must be supported and

: championed, their right to participate fully and
meaningfully upheld, and the civil society space

: that they need to flourish protected.

i The challenges remain substantial. Progress to
date along with future efforts at eradicating VAWG
! risk being thwarted by spiralling inequalities,
rising fundamentalisms, and clampdowns on

civil society space. To address these alarming

. global trends, governments must firmly re-ground
themselves in human rights frameworks and
principles, and prioritise policies that promote
accountability, democracy, peace, equality, and

: social and economic justice for all.




RECOMMENDATIONS

. Governments, donors and the international
community should capitalise upon the historic
- opportunity afforded by the new SDGs to
catalyse and recalibrate the effort to address
 VAWG to make it one that is truly holistic,
transformational, accountable, and firmly
grounded in human rights principles and

. frameworks.

Such an approach should tackle the root causes of
VAWG, enabling it to address all forms of gender-
based violence, and take account of how such
violence both exacerbates, and is exacerbated by,

. women’s economic inequality and other structural
. forms of discrimination. It must also take account
of how gender inequality and risk of VAWG overlap
with other forms of identity and status-based

. discrimination.

Specifically, such an approach will require the
 following actions:

1) LEADERSHIP,
IMPLEMENTATION,
ACCOUNTABILITY

NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS,

: DONORS AND THE
INTERNATIONAL

: COMMUNITY

. Show leadership in combatting

violence against women and girls

. by championing the anticipated

: VAWG SDG target, ensuring it has

| genuinely transformative indicators

. developed in consultation with women’s
organisations. Prioritise the full, effective
: and accountable implementation of

this target and other global VAWG

. commitments by developing a clear,
fast-tracking process that catalyses

i governments and donors to action.

NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS

Develop and implement National Action Plans
for addressing all forms of VAWG, including
the discriminatory social norms that underpin
it, creating a framework and timebound
strategy for coordinated, multi-sectoral action
to prevent, respond to and prosecute acts of
VAWG. National Action Plans should:
»  Be developed and implemented with
the full and meaningful participation of
women’s rights organisations, including
women from marginalised groups.
Include robust indicators and transparent
monitoring and accountability
mechanisms, entailing proactive
engagement of women’s organisations.
Ensure women'’s access to justice by
ensuring strong legislative frameworks
and laws are in place that guarantee
the investigation, prosecution and
punishment of all forms of VAWG, along

with sensitisation of the police, judiciary
and other authorities.

Address knowledge and data gaps by
including systematic data gathering on
VAWG prevalence and effectiveness of
interventions, and to monitor progress on
National Action Plan and VAWG SDG target
implementation.

Be fully and comprehensively costed, with
financing gaps clearly calculated.

All government ministries, especially
those covering health, justice, welfare

and education, should be mandated with
implementing National Action Plans, with
the specific role of government agencies
clearly defined.

Be fully aligned with National Action Plans
on UNSCR 1325 where relevant.

Where National Action Plans exist, governments
should urgently review progress and take
measures to accelerate their full implementation
(in line with the recommendations above).

. DONORS AND THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

Provide the necessary technical assistance to
support developing countries in the formation
of National Action Plans, along with dedicated
standalone programmes and initiatives to tackle
violence against women.

Integrate and prioritise the eradication of
violence against women and girls across all
programming, including health, education,
economic empowerment, and humanitarian
and conflict response and prevention, ensuring
VAWG outcomes are tracked and reported on.
Support the eradication of VAWG in places

of work, including global supply chains, by
backing the proposed ILO Convention on
gender-based violence.

Commit to reviewing existing international
development and human rights architecture
and accountability mechanisms for eradicating
VAWG to ensure gaps in implementation and
accountability at international level can be
addressed.




'2) WOMEN’S VOICE
AND PARTICIPATION

. GOVERNMENTS, DONORS

. AND THE INTERNATIONAL

. COMMUNITY

Recognise, champion and prioritise
women’s organisations as critical long-
term partners and leaders in the fight
against VAWG, including their unique
role in implementing and holding
governments to account on VAWG
commitments; protect civil society

. and democratic space for all, and
promote women'’s right to participate in
decision-making.

Take proactive measures to protect and
promote women'’s leadership and right to
participate fully, equally and meaningfully

in social, economic and political decision-
making at all levels, including in peacebuilding
and humanitarian settings

o

Reverse the closing down of civil society
space. Protect and uphold the right of all

civil society to defend and claim their rights,
including freedom of assembly, and the
democratic right to participate meaningfully

in decision-making processes from local to
global level.

Recognise the particular challenges and
backlash faced by women’s organisations and
women human rights defenders, particularly in
the context of rising religious fundamentalisms
and clampdowns on civil society space, and
implement coordinated mechanisms for their
protection in line with the UN Resolution on
women human rights defenders. Hold all
perpetrators to account.

RPORATES

»  Uphold the corporate responsibility to
respect human rights by undertaking
rigorous gender-sensitive human rights
due diligence throughout supply chains
to ensure that rights to freedom of
association and assembly are being
upheld, and that women can work
free from the threat and experience of
violence; ensure access to remedy when
rights violations occurs.

- 3) FINANCING

Ensure the necessary financing is
available so that commitments to

. eradicate VAWG can be fully and

rapidly realised in developing countries,

: including implementation of the SDGs’
VAWG target and National Action Plans,
based upon the financing gaps identified
. by developing countries.

NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS

Mobilise, maximise and prioritise domestic
resources to finance the implementation of
VAWG National Action Plans and pay for
accessible, gender-responsive public services.

DONORS AND THE
 INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY

Provide the necessary funding to developing
countries to support the full, effective and
rapid implementation of the SDG target on
VAWG and National Action Plans, along with
dedicated programmes and initiatives to
tackle gender-based violence.

Increase dedicated, direct, long-term funding
to women’s rights organisations so that they
can fully realise their potential as critical
partners and leaders in eradicating VAWG and
ending gender inequality; support their self-
defined priorities and agendas, covering core
costs, service delivery and advocacy efforts.
Apply internationally recognised reporting
mechanisms, such as the OECD Gender
Marker and forthcoming OECD VAWG

code, to all overseas aid in order to promote
transparency and accountability, and address
areas of underinvestment.




APPENDIX

ActionAid has calculated the rate of violence against women and girls (VAWG) globally and also measured country-
and individual-level variables that affect — both positively and negatively - rates of VAWG. In our analysis we

used Demographic Health Survey (DHS) domestic violence module data to measure the global scale of VAWG.
Specifically, we used the DHS variable for the “percent of women aged 15-49 who have experienced violence in their
 lifetime”. In cases where DHS data was unavailable, UNAIDS data was used. For these figures, a very similar survey
question, which asked women aged 15-49 if they had ever experienced violence, was used so as to reliably match
data across sources.

The percent of VAWG variable was used as our dependent variable for all regression analysis as this study was
i concerned with measuring VAWG and any factors that might affect it.

The independent variables below were chosen.

As with many assessments of violence against women and girls, availability of data was a challenge. Countries

i lacking VAWG data were not assigned a regional mean as a methodological and theoretical choice. VAWG varies
i greatly across individual contexts.

Regression analysis was used to measure the relationship between VAWG and independent variables, in all cases

controlling for GDP per capita.

Variable Decription ! Source

GDP per capita | GDP per capita World Bank
¢ Data 2010-2014

.
.......................................................................................... Zecesccccccccccccccccccssccscccns

Civil Liberties | Index created using the Freedom House civil liberties ! Freedom House
Index questions are grouped into four subcategories: : Freedom of the
Freedom of Expression and Belief (4 questions), : World annual
Associational and Organisational Rights (3), Rule of : reports

Law (4), and Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights :

(4). The highest score that can be awarded to the civil

liberties checklist is 60 (or a total score of 4 for each of

the 15 questions). Most recent data available used for

each country of interest.

Gender
Inequality
Index

Index measuring the gender inequality in each country
of interest. (O-1; 1 = complete gender inequality/
disparity)
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